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THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
VISION STATEMENT

Chicago Theological Seminary shall be an international force in the
development of religious leadership to transform society toward greater
justice and mercy.

MISSION STATEMENT

Chicago Theological Seminary, a seminary of the United Church Of Christ,
serves Christ and the churches and the wider faith community by preparing
women and men in the understandings and skills needed for religious
leadership and ministry to individuals, churches, and society.

A STATEMENT OF COMMITMENTS

In fulfillment of our Vision and Mission Statements and being led by the
mission and ministry of Jesus and the spirit of God, Chicago Theological
Seminary is a community of faculty, staff, students, trustees, alumni/ae, and
supporters joined in learning from each other and in commitment to
preparing persons who will be leaders of ecclesial and social transformation
in anticipation of the divine reign of justice and mercy. To this end, we
undertake the following specific commitments:

¢ We Are Committed To A Curricular Structure In All Degree Programs That
Encourages Academic Excellence And Free Inquiry, That Focuses On The Issues
Of Transformative Leadership, And That Fosters Cooperation Between
Communities Of Faith And Other Community-Based Organizations To Promote
The Power Of Life Against The Forces Of Death.

¢ We Are Committed To Confronting The Spiritual Impoverishment Of Our Time
Characterized By Meaninglessness, Lovelessness, And Hopelessness With The
Message Of The Divine Call, Love, And Promise.

¢ We Are Committed To Enabling Communities Of Faith To Effectively Engage In
Public Ministry, Articulating The Cry Of The Dispossessed, The Transcendent
Claim Of True Justice And Helping To Heal The Wounds And Divisions That
Disfigure The Social Body.

¢ We Are Committed, In Conscious Response To The Holocaust And In
Recognition Of The Toll Taken By Religious Divisions In Our World, To Fostering
Better Understanding And Collaboration Among Religious Traditions, Paying
Particular Attention To Cooperation Among Christianity, Judaism, And Islam
Toward The End Of Realizing The Aims Of The Prophetic Traditions.

¢ We Are Committed, In A Society Riven By Racism, To Equipping Leaders Who
Honor Cultural And Racial Diversity While Resolutely Combating The Forces Of
Division And Domination.

¢ We Are Committed, In A World In Which Sexism Remains A Powerful Force, To
Fostering Leadership For Gender Justice, Including Developing A More Mature
Masculine Spirituality And Engaging Feminist And Womanist Spiritualities.

¢ We Are Committed, While Church And Society Are Threatened By New Forces Of
Division Under The Banner Of Homophobia, To Developing Leadership For A
More Inclusive Church And Society.

¢ We Are Committed, In Recognition That The Divisions Of Society Are Global As
Well As Local And National Concerns, To Fostering The International
Collaboration Of Institutions That Have A Similar Commitment To The
Transformation Of Church And Society And To The Equipping Of Individuals For
This Ministry In Diverse Settings Around The World.

¢ We Are Committed, In A World Stratified By Social And Economic Class, To
Liberation From Want, Homelessness, Hunger, And Disease As Companions With
The Poor, Challenging Structures And Decisions That Cause Poverty, While
Fostering The Year Of God’s Favor For All.

¢ In All Of These Ways, We Are Committed To Embracing No Only The Rhetoric
But The Reality Of Diversity, To Celebrating The Costs And Joys Of
Discipleship, And To Boldly Accepting The Challenges Entailed By This
Statement Of Commitment.
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