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VIS ION STATEMENT 
Ch icago  Theo log ica l  Sem ina ry  sha l l  be  an  in te rna t iona l  fo rce  in  the  
deve lopment  o f  re l ig ious  leade rsh ip  to  t rans fo rm soc ie ty  toward  g rea te r  
j us t ice  and  mercy .  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Ch icago  Theo log ica l  Sem ina ry ,  a  sem ina ry  o f  the  Un i ted  Church  O f  Chr i s t ,  
se rves  Chr i s t  and  the  chu rches  and  the  w ide r  fa i th  commun i ty  by  p repa r ing  
women  and  men  in  the  unders tand ings  and  sk i l l s  needed  fo r  re l ig ious  
leade rsh ip  and  m in is t ry  to  ind iv idua ls ,  chu rches ,  and  soc ie ty .  
 

A STATEMENT OF COMMITMENTS 
I n  fu l f i l lmen t  o f  ou r  V is ion  and  M iss ion  S ta tements  and  be ing  led  by  the  
m iss ion  and  m in is t ry  o f  Jesus  and  the  sp i r i t  o f  God ,  Ch icago  Theo log ica l  
Semina ry  i s  a  commun i ty  o f  facu l t y ,  s ta f f ,  s tuden ts ,  t rus tees ,  a lumn i /ae ,  and  
suppor te rs  jo ined  in  l ea rn ing  f rom each  o the r  and  in  commi tment  to  
p repa r ing  pe rsons  who  w i l l  be  leade rs  o f  ecc les ia l  and  soc ia l  t rans fo rmat ion  
in  an t ic ipa t ion  o f  the  d iv ine  re ign  o f  j us t ice  and  mercy .  To  th is  end ,  we  
under take  the  fo l low ing  spec i f i c  commi tments :  
 

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  A  C u r r i c u l a r  S t r u c t u r e  I n  A l l  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m s  T h a t  
E n c o u r a g e s  A c a d e m ic  E x c e l l e n c e  A n d  F r e e  I n q u i r y ,  T h a t  F o c u s e s  O n  T h e  I s s u e s  
O f  T r a n s f o r m a t i v e  L e a d e r s h ip ,  A n d  T h a t  F o s t e r s  C o o p e r a t i o n  B e t w e e n  
C o m m u n i t i e s  O f  F a i t h  A n d  O th e r  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  T o  P r o m o te  
T h e  P o w e r  O f  L i f e  A g a in s t  T h e  F o r c e s  O f  D e a th .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  C o n f r o n t i n g  T h e  S p i r i t u a l  Im p o v e r i s h m e n t  O f  O u r  T im e  
C h a r a c te r i z e d  B y  M e a n in g l e s s n e s s ,  L o v e l e s s n e s s ,  A n d  H o p e le s s n e s s  W i th  T h e  
M e s s a g e  O f  T h e  D i v i n e  C a l l ,  L o v e ,  A n d  P r o m is e .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  E n a b l i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s  O f  F a i t h  T o  E f f e c t i v e l y  E n g a g e  I n  
P u b l i c  M in i s t r y ,  A r t i c u l a t i n g  T h e  C r y  O f  T h e  D i s p o s s e s s e d ,  T h e  T r a n s c e n d e n t  
C l a im  O f  T r u e  J u s t i c e  A n d  H e lp i n g  T o  H e a l  T h e  W o u n d s  A n d  D i v i s i o n s  T h a t  
D i s f i g u r e  T h e  S o c ia l  B o d y .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  C o n s c io u s  R e s p o n s e  T o  T h e  H o lo c a u s t  A n d  I n  
R e c o g n i t i o n  O f  T h e  T o l l  T a k e n  B y  R e l i g i o u s  D i v i s i o n s  I n  O u r  W o r ld ,  T o  F o s t e r i n g  
B e t t e r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  A n d  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  A m o n g  R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s ,  P a y i n g  
P a r t i c u l a r  A t t e n t i o n  T o  C o o p e r a t i o n  A m o n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  J u d a i s m ,  A n d  I s l a m  
T o w a r d  T h e  E n d  O f  R e a l i z i n g  T h e  A im s  O f  T h e  P r o p h e t i c  T r a d i t i o n s .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  S o c ie t y  R i v e n  B y  R a c i s m ,  T o  E q u ip p in g  L e a d e r s  W h o  
H o n o r  C u l t u r a l  A n d  R a c i a l  D i v e r s i t y  W h i l e  R e s o lu te l y  C o m b a t i n g  T h e  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  A n d  D o m in a t i o n .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  I n  W h ic h  S e x i s m  R e m a in s  A  P o w e r fu l  F o r c e ,  T o  
F o s te r i n g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  G e n d e r  J u s t i c e ,  I n c l u d in g  D e v e lo p in g  A  M o r e  M a tu r e  
M a s c u l i n e  S p i r i t u a l i t y  A n d  E n g a g in g  F e m in i s t  A n d  W o m a n i s t  S p i r i t u a l i t i e s .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  W h i l e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A r e  T h r e a t e n e d  B y  N e w  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  U n d e r  T h e  B a n n e r  O f  H o m o p h o b ia ,  T o  D e v e lo p in g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  A  
M o r e  I n c l u s i v e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  R e c o g n i t i o n  T h a t  T h e  D i v i s i o n s  O f  S o c i e t y  A r e  G lo b a l  A s  
W e l l  A s  L o c a l  A n d  N a t i o n a l  C o n c e r n s ,  T o  F o s t e r i n g  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  O f  I n s t i t u t i o n s  T h a t  H a v e  A  S im i l a r  C o m m i tm e n t  T o  T h e  
T r a n s fo r m a t i o n  O f  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A n d  T o  T h e  E q u ip p in g  O f  I n d i v id u a l s  F o r  
T h i s  M in i s t r y  I n  D i v e r s e  S e t t i n g s  A r o u n d  T h e  W o r ld .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  S t r a t i f i e d  B y  S o c i a l  A n d  E c o n o m ic  C la s s ,  T o  
L ib e r a t i o n  F r o m  W a n t ,  H o m e le s s n e s s ,  H u n g e r ,  A n d  D i s e a s e  A s  C o m p a n io n s  W i t h  
T h e  P o o r ,  C h a l l e n g in g  S t r u c tu r e s  A n d  D e c i s i o n s  T h a t  C a u s e  P o v e r t y ,  W h i l e  
F o s te r i n g  T h e  Y e a r  O f  G o d ’s  F a v o r  F o r  A l l .  

 I n  A l l  O f  T h e s e  W a y s ,  W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  E m b r a c in g  N o  O n l y  T h e  R h e t o r i c  
B u t  T h e  R e a l i t y  O f  D i v e r s i t y ,  T o  C e l e b r a t i n g  T h e  C o s t s  A n d  J o y s  O f  
D i s c ip l e s h ip ,  A n d  T o  B o ld l y  A c c e p t i n g  T h e  C h a l l e n g e s  E n t a i l e d  B y  T h i s  
S ta te m e n t  O f  C o m m i tm e n t .   
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 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  S o c ie t y  R i v e n  B y  R a c i s m ,  T o  E q u ip p in g  L e a d e r s  W h o  
H o n o r  C u l t u r a l  A n d  R a c i a l  D i v e r s i t y  W h i l e  R e s o lu te l y  C o m b a t i n g  T h e  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  A n d  D o m in a t i o n .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  I n  W h ic h  S e x i s m  R e m a in s  A  P o w e r fu l  F o r c e ,  T o  
F o s te r i n g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  G e n d e r  J u s t i c e ,  I n c l u d in g  D e v e lo p in g  A  M o r e  M a tu r e  
M a s c u l i n e  S p i r i t u a l i t y  A n d  E n g a g in g  F e m in i s t  A n d  W o m a n i s t  S p i r i t u a l i t i e s .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  W h i l e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A r e  T h r e a t e n e d  B y  N e w  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  U n d e r  T h e  B a n n e r  O f  H o m o p h o b ia ,  T o  D e v e lo p in g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  A  
M o r e  I n c l u s i v e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  R e c o g n i t i o n  T h a t  T h e  D i v i s i o n s  O f  S o c i e t y  A r e  G lo b a l  A s  
W e l l  A s  L o c a l  A n d  N a t i o n a l  C o n c e r n s ,  T o  F o s t e r i n g  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  O f  I n s t i t u t i o n s  T h a t  H a v e  A  S im i l a r  C o m m i tm e n t  T o  T h e  
T r a n s fo r m a t i o n  O f  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A n d  T o  T h e  E q u ip p in g  O f  I n d i v id u a l s  F o r  
T h i s  M in i s t r y  I n  D i v e r s e  S e t t i n g s  A r o u n d  T h e  W o r ld .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  S t r a t i f i e d  B y  S o c i a l  A n d  E c o n o m ic  C la s s ,  T o  
L ib e r a t i o n  F r o m  W a n t ,  H o m e le s s n e s s ,  H u n g e r ,  A n d  D i s e a s e  A s  C o m p a n io n s  W i t h  
T h e  P o o r ,  C h a l l e n g in g  S t r u c tu r e s  A n d  D e c i s i o n s  T h a t  C a u s e  P o v e r t y ,  W h i l e  
F o s te r i n g  T h e  Y e a r  O f  G o d ’s  F a v o r  F o r  A l l .  

 I n  A l l  O f  T h e s e  W a y s ,  W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  E m b r a c in g  N o  O n l y  T h e  R h e t o r i c  
B u t  T h e  R e a l i t y  O f  D i v e r s i t y ,  T o  C e l e b r a t i n g  T h e  C o s t s  A n d  J o y s  O f  
D i s c ip l e s h ip ,  A n d  T o  B o ld l y  A c c e p t i n g  T h e  C h a l l e n g e s  E n t a i l e d  B y  T h i s  
S ta te m e n t  O f  C o m m i tm e n t .   
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VIS ION STATEMENT 
Ch icago  Theo log ica l  Sem ina ry  sha l l  be  an  in te rna t iona l  fo rce  in  the  
deve lopment  o f  re l ig ious  leade rsh ip  to  t rans fo rm soc ie ty  toward  g rea te r  
j us t ice  and  mercy .  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Ch icago  Theo log ica l  Sem ina ry ,  a  sem ina ry  o f  the  Un i ted  Church  O f  Chr i s t ,  
se rves  Chr i s t  and  the  chu rches  and  the  w ide r  fa i th  commun i ty  by  p repa r ing  
women  and  men  in  the  unders tand ings  and  sk i l l s  needed  fo r  re l ig ious  
leade rsh ip  and  m in is t ry  to  ind iv idua ls ,  chu rches ,  and  soc ie ty .  
 

A STATEMENT OF COMMITMENTS 
I n  fu l f i l lmen t  o f  ou r  V is ion  and  M iss ion  S ta tements  and  be ing  led  by  the  
m iss ion  and  m in is t ry  o f  Jesus  and  the  sp i r i t  o f  God ,  Ch icago  Theo log ica l  
Semina ry  i s  a  commun i ty  o f  facu l t y ,  s ta f f ,  s tuden ts ,  t rus tees ,  a lumn i /ae ,  and  
suppor te rs  jo ined  in  l ea rn ing  f rom each  o the r  and  in  commi tment  to  
p repa r ing  pe rsons  who  w i l l  be  leade rs  o f  ecc les ia l  and  soc ia l  t rans fo rmat ion  
in  an t ic ipa t ion  o f  the  d iv ine  re ign  o f  j us t ice  and  mercy .  To  th is  end ,  we  
under take  the  fo l low ing  spec i f i c  commi tments :  
 

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  A  C u r r i c u l a r  S t r u c t u r e  I n  A l l  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m s  T h a t  
E n c o u r a g e s  A c a d e m ic  E x c e l l e n c e  A n d  F r e e  I n q u i r y ,  T h a t  F o c u s e s  O n  T h e  I s s u e s  
O f  T r a n s f o r m a t i v e  L e a d e r s h ip ,  A n d  T h a t  F o s t e r s  C o o p e r a t i o n  B e t w e e n  
C o m m u n i t i e s  O f  F a i t h  A n d  O th e r  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  T o  P r o m o te  
T h e  P o w e r  O f  L i f e  A g a in s t  T h e  F o r c e s  O f  D e a th .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  C o n f r o n t i n g  T h e  S p i r i t u a l  Im p o v e r i s h m e n t  O f  O u r  T im e  
C h a r a c te r i z e d  B y  M e a n in g l e s s n e s s ,  L o v e l e s s n e s s ,  A n d  H o p e le s s n e s s  W i th  T h e  
M e s s a g e  O f  T h e  D i v i n e  C a l l ,  L o v e ,  A n d  P r o m is e .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  E n a b l i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s  O f  F a i t h  T o  E f f e c t i v e l y  E n g a g e  I n  
P u b l i c  M in i s t r y ,  A r t i c u l a t i n g  T h e  C r y  O f  T h e  D i s p o s s e s s e d ,  T h e  T r a n s c e n d e n t  
C l a im  O f  T r u e  J u s t i c e  A n d  H e lp i n g  T o  H e a l  T h e  W o u n d s  A n d  D i v i s i o n s  T h a t  
D i s f i g u r e  T h e  S o c ia l  B o d y .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  C o n s c io u s  R e s p o n s e  T o  T h e  H o lo c a u s t  A n d  I n  
R e c o g n i t i o n  O f  T h e  T o l l  T a k e n  B y  R e l i g i o u s  D i v i s i o n s  I n  O u r  W o r ld ,  T o  F o s t e r i n g  
B e t t e r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  A n d  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  A m o n g  R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s ,  P a y i n g  
P a r t i c u l a r  A t t e n t i o n  T o  C o o p e r a t i o n  A m o n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  J u d a i s m ,  A n d  I s l a m  
T o w a r d  T h e  E n d  O f  R e a l i z i n g  T h e  A im s  O f  T h e  P r o p h e t i c  T r a d i t i o n s .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  S o c ie t y  R i v e n  B y  R a c i s m ,  T o  E q u ip p in g  L e a d e r s  W h o  
H o n o r  C u l t u r a l  A n d  R a c i a l  D i v e r s i t y  W h i l e  R e s o lu te l y  C o m b a t i n g  T h e  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  A n d  D o m in a t i o n .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  I n  W h ic h  S e x i s m  R e m a in s  A  P o w e r fu l  F o r c e ,  T o  
F o s te r i n g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  G e n d e r  J u s t i c e ,  I n c l u d in g  D e v e lo p in g  A  M o r e  M a tu r e  
M a s c u l i n e  S p i r i t u a l i t y  A n d  E n g a g in g  F e m in i s t  A n d  W o m a n i s t  S p i r i t u a l i t i e s .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  W h i l e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A r e  T h r e a t e n e d  B y  N e w  F o r c e s  O f  
D i v i s i o n  U n d e r  T h e  B a n n e r  O f  H o m o p h o b ia ,  T o  D e v e lo p in g  L e a d e r s h ip  F o r  A  
M o r e  I n c l u s i v e  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  R e c o g n i t i o n  T h a t  T h e  D i v i s i o n s  O f  S o c i e t y  A r e  G lo b a l  A s  
W e l l  A s  L o c a l  A n d  N a t i o n a l  C o n c e r n s ,  T o  F o s t e r i n g  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n  O f  I n s t i t u t i o n s  T h a t  H a v e  A  S im i l a r  C o m m i tm e n t  T o  T h e  
T r a n s fo r m a t i o n  O f  C h u r c h  A n d  S o c ie t y  A n d  T o  T h e  E q u ip p in g  O f  I n d i v id u a l s  F o r  
T h i s  M in i s t r y  I n  D i v e r s e  S e t t i n g s  A r o u n d  T h e  W o r ld .  

 W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d ,  I n  A  W o r ld  S t r a t i f i e d  B y  S o c i a l  A n d  E c o n o m ic  C la s s ,  T o  
L ib e r a t i o n  F r o m  W a n t ,  H o m e le s s n e s s ,  H u n g e r ,  A n d  D i s e a s e  A s  C o m p a n io n s  W i t h  
T h e  P o o r ,  C h a l l e n g in g  S t r u c tu r e s  A n d  D e c i s i o n s  T h a t  C a u s e  P o v e r t y ,  W h i l e  
F o s te r i n g  T h e  Y e a r  O f  G o d ’s  F a v o r  F o r  A l l .  

 I n  A l l  O f  T h e s e  W a y s ,  W e  A r e  C o m m i t t e d  T o  E m b r a c in g  N o  O n l y  T h e  R h e t o r i c  
B u t  T h e  R e a l i t y  O f  D i v e r s i t y ,  T o  C e l e b r a t i n g  T h e  C o s t s  A n d  J o y s  O f  
D i s c ip l e s h ip ,  A n d  T o  B o ld l y  A c c e p t i n g  T h e  C h a l l e n g e s  E n t a i l e d  B y  T h i s  
S ta te m e n t  O f  C o m m i tm e n t .   

 


