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Trump v. Hawaii Supreme Court Decision
Response Written by Rev. Lisa N. Seiwert
Project Director of the Interreligious Institute at CTS

Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS) is a school and community dedicated to the dignity and 
worth of all people. As such, we are defenders of a vision of society in which we all have a place 
and can expect to be treated fairly in every walk of life. The decision by the United States Su-
preme Court on Trump v. Hawaii upholds bigotry, racism, and xenophobia, and is both anti-Mus-
lim and anti-American. We stand firmly with our Muslim sisters and brothers and stand against 
religious intolerance. 

This ruling takes its place in history with other immoral Supreme Court decisions like Korematsu 
and Dred Scott. History does not view such rulings with pride. We the people will determine our 
future as a nation. We know that progress and change come from the people; our actions, com-
mitments, protests, and votes move us on the path toward justice. Today and every day, we at 
CTS commit to opposing this Muslim ban and working toward the creation of beloved commu-
nity, where bigotry and discrimination are not tolerated, and where we are rooted in the values of 
justice, mercy, inclusion, and love. 

This work is long, and these battles are hard, but together we can triumph. We hold fast to the 
audacious vision of a world where all God’s children are equally valued. We hold fast to our com-
mitments that compel us to embrace not only the rhetoric but the reality of diversity. We hold fast 
to engaging in work that unifies us as a diverse people and to speaking out against discrimination 
and prejudice wherever we see it. We hold fast to our Muslim sisters and brothers and to all our 
allies who seek to join us in this struggle. We hold fast to the God of Abraham and Sarah who 
insists on welcoming the stranger and protecting the refugee.  
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